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Killing animals is common practice, yet it is not morally neutral. The end of animal life is related to many 
societal and ethical questions and concerns. Questions such as how long should we continue to treat an 
animal before putting it down? But also the question whether it could be legitimate to kill individual animals 
for the welfare of the herd or of future generations. The ongoing public and academic discussions on these, 
and on other well-known questions like those related to the killing of animals for food or for scientific 
purposes, show that there is no one standard evaluation of animal life. This book is an edited volume that 
enables the reader to get a grip on that plurality of views with regard to animals. It helps to deal with the 
many questions related to the end of animal life. The chapters show how the plurality of views on killing 
animals is related to moral presuppositions by providing a clear overview of the ethical views on end-of-life 
decisions. Furthermore, the book contains a number of applied studies of the ethical questions related to 
killing animals in various practices, including small animal practice, wildlife management, fishing and fish 
farming, animal experimentation and livestock farming. These chapters can help veterinarians, scientists, 
students, policy makers and many other professionals working with animals to easily get a good overview of 
the issues at stake, and may contribute to responsible decision-making with regard to the end of animal life.

The end of animal life: 
a start for ethical debate
Ethical and societal considerations on killing animals
edited by: Franck L.B. Meijboom and Elsbeth N. Stassen 

•	 © 2016
•	 272 pages 
•	 hardback
•	 ISBN: 978-90-8686-260-3
•	 EUR 70 - USD 98 (ex VAT)

Buy now: www.WageningenAcademic.com/animallife

Ordernow!



Stay informed about our new publications: 
visit our website, subscribe to our newsletter and follow us on Twitter (@WageningenAcPub) and LinkedIn. 

Table of contents

1. �The end of animal life: a start for ethical debate
F.L.B. Meijboom and E.N. Stassen

Part I. Ethical theory and normative considerations

2. Killing animals and the value of life
F.R. Heeger

3. Killing as a welfare issue
R.P. Haynes

4. Death, telos and euthanasia
B.E. Rollin

5. �Do animals have a moral right to life? Bioethical challenges to Kant’s indirect duty debate and the 
question of animal killing

H. Baranzke

6. �The ‘significance of killing’ versus the ‘death of an animal’
H. Grimm and M. Huth

7. �Even a cow would be killed ...: about the difference between killing (some) animals and (some) humans
F.R. Stafleu

Part II. Societal debates in the context of killing animals for animal disease prevention and control 

8. �Morality, morbidity and mortality: an ethical analysis of culling nonhuman animals
B. Mepham

9. �Public moral convictions about animals in the Netherlands: culling healthy animals as a moral problem
N.E. Cohen and E. Stassen

10. �Premature culling of production animals; ethical questions related to killing animals in food production
M.R.N. Bruijnis, F.L.B Meijboom and E.N. Stassen

Part III. Killing in different practices of animal use

11. �Killing animals as a matter of collateral damage
S. Aerts, and J. De Tavernier

12. �Killing animals as a necessary evil? The case of animal research
N.H. Franco and I.A.S. Olsson 

13. �Killing of companion animals: to be avoided at all costs?
J. van Herten

Part IV. Between wild and kept

14. �Beneath the surface: killing of fish as a moral problem
B. Bovenkerk and V.A. Braithwaite

15. Will wild make a moral difference?
B. Gremmen


